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construction proposed. In questionable 
or unsurveyed areas, the applicant or 
developer will provide an engineering 
report with supporting data sufficient 
to identify all pertinent subsurface 
conditions which could adversely affect 
the structure and show proposed solu-
tions. Grading will promote drainage of 
surface water away from buildings and 
foundations, minimize earth settle-
ment and erosion, and assure that 
drainage from adjacent properties onto 
the development or from the develop-
ment to adjacent properties does not 
create a health hazard or other unde-
sirable conditions. Grading and drain-
age will comply with exhibit B, para-
graphs III and IV, of this subpart. 

(b) Cuts and fills. Development requir-
ing extensive earthwork, cuts and fills 
of 4 feet or more shall be designed by a 
professional engineer. Where topog-
raphy requires fills or extensive 
earthwork that must support struc-
tures and building foundations, these 
must be controlled fills designed, su-
pervised, and tested by a qualified soils 
engineer. 

(c) Slope protection. All slopes must be 
protected from erosion by planting or 
other means. Slopes may require tem-
porary cover if exposed for long periods 
during construction. 

(d) Storm water systems. The design of 
storm water systems must consider 
convenience and property protection 
both at the individual site level and 
the drainage basin level. Storm water 
systems should be compatible with the 
natural features of the site. In areas 
with inadequate drainage systems, per-
manent or temporary storm water 
storage shall be an integral part of the 
overall development plan. Design of 
these facilities shall consider safety, 
appearance, and economical mainte-
nance operations.

§§ 1924.109–1924.114 [Reserved]

§ 1924.115 Single Family Housing site 
evaluation. 

(a) Site review. The site approval offi-
cial will evaluate each site (developed 
or undeveloped) to determine accept-
ance for the program. Information on 
the site will be provided by the ap-
praiser or site approval official on a 

form provided by RHS and available in 
any RHS field office. 

(b) Site access. Each site must be con-
tiguous to and have direct access from: 

(1) A hard surfaced or all weather 
road which is developed in full compli-
ance with public body requirements, is 
dedicated for public use, and is being 
maintained by a public body or a home 
owners association that has dem-
onstrated its ability or can clearly 
demonstrate its ability to maintain the 
street; or 

(2) An all weather extended driveway 
which can serve no more than two sites 
connecting to a hard surface or all 
weather street or road that meets the 
requirements of paragraph (b)(1); or 

(3) A hard surfaced street in a condo-
minium or townhouse complex which: 

(i) Is owned in common by the mem-
bers or a member association and is 
maintained by a member association 
that has demonstrated its ability or 
can clearly demonstrate its ability to 
maintain the street; and 

(ii) Connects to a publicly owned and 
dedicated street or road. 

(c) Exceptions to street requirements. A 
site not meeting the conditions in 
paragraph (b) of this section will be ac-
ceptable if: 

(1) The applicant is a builder for a 
conditional commitment (a loan will 
not be approved until the site meets 
the conditions in paragraph (b) of this 
section), or the builder posts an irrev-
ocable performance and payment bond 
(or similar acceptable assurance) that 
assures the site approval official that 
the site will be developed to meet the 
conditions in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion; or 

(2) The site is recommended by the 
site approval official and approved by 
the state director. A request for state 
director approval must justify that it 
is in the best interest of both the gov-
ernment and the applicant to approve 
the site. 

(d) Site layout. (1) Sites shall be sur-
veyed and platted. Permanent markers 
shall be placed at all corners. 

(2) Sites shall meet all requirements 
of state and local entities and RHS. 

(e) Covenants, conditions and restric-
tions. Sites in subdivisions shall be pro-
tected by covenants, conditions, and 
restrictions (CC&Rs) to preserve the 
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character, value, and amenities of the 
residential community and to avoid or 
mitigate potential environmental im-
pacts unless, an exception is granted 
by RHS after considering the suit-
ability of local ordinances, zoning, and 
other land use controls. 

(1) CC&Rs shall be recorded in the 
public land records and specifically ref-
erenced in each deed. 

(2) The intent of the CC&Rs is to as-
sure the developers that the purchasers 
will use the land in conformance with 
the planned objectives for the commu-
nity. In addition, the CC&Rs should as-
sure the purchasers that the land cov-
ered by the CC&Rs will be used as 
planned and that other purchasers will 
use and maintain the land as planned 
to prevent changes in the character of 
the neighborhood that would adversely 
impact values or create a nuisance.

§§ 1924.116–1924.118 [Reserved]

§ 1924.119 Site Loans. 
Subdivisions approved under subpart 

G of part 1822 (FmHA Instruction 444.8) 
or exhibit F of subpart I of part 1944 
(available in any RHS field office), will 
meet the general requirements of this 
subpart to insure lots in the subdivi-
sion will meet the requirements of 
§ 1924.115.

§§ 1924.120–1924.121 [Reserved]

§ 1924.122 Exception authority. 
The Administrator of RHS may in in-

dividual cases, make an exception to 
any requirement or provision of this 
subpart or address any omission of this 
subpart which is not inconsistent with 
the authorizing statute or other appli-
cable law if the Administrator deter-
mines that application of the require-
ment or provision would adversely af-
fect the Government’s interest. The 
Administrator will exercise this au-
thority upon the written request of the 
state director or the appropriate pro-
gram assistant administrator. Re-
quests for exceptions must be sup-
ported with documentation to explain 
the adverse effect on the Government, 
proposed alternative courses of action, 
and show how the adverse effect will be 
eliminated or minimized if the excep-
tion is granted.

§§ 1924.123–1924.149 [Reserved]

§ 1924.150 OMB Control Number. 

The reporting requirements con-
tained in this subpart have been ap-
proved by the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) and have been as-
signed OMB control number 0575–0164. 
Public reporting burden for this collec-
tion of information is estimated to 
vary from 5 minutes to 10 minutes per 
response, with an average of .13 hours 
per response, including time for re-
viewing instructions, searching exist-
ing data sources, gathering and main-
taining the data needed, and com-
pleting and reviewing the collection of 
information. Send comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any other as-
pect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this 
burden to the Department of Agri-
culture, Clearance Officer, OIRM, Ag 
Box 7630, Washington, DC 20250; and to 
the Office of Management and Budget, 
Paperwork Reduction Project (OMB 
#0575–0164), Washington, DC 20503.

EXHIBIT A TO SUBPART C OF PART 1924 
[RESERVED]

EXHIBIT B TO SUBPART C OF PART 1924—
SITE DEVELOPMENT DESIGN RE-
QUIREMENTS 

This exhibit prescribes site development 
requirements to be used in developing resi-
dential sites in all housing programs. These 
requirements cover only those areas which 
involve health and safety concerns. They are 
not intended to cover all aspects of site de-
velopment. Applicants and developers are ex-
pected to follow local practice, as a min-
imum, in all areas of site development not 
addressed in this exhibit. When State, local, 
or other requirements are applicable in addi-
tion to FmHA or its successor agency under 
Public Law 103–354’s requirements, the most 
stringent requirement shall apply. 

Proper integration of the natural features 
of a site with the manmade improvements is 
one of the most critical aspects of residen-
tial development. Poor site planning in large 
scale subdivisions, rental projects and indi-
vidual sites, has resulted in a loss of valuable 
private and public natural resources and 
caused economic burdens and conditions un-
suitable for healthy and pleasant living. 
Proper site design can preserve desirable 
natural features of the site, minimize ex-
penses for streets and utilities, and provide a 
safe and pleasant living environment. 
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